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By Barbara LaMonica 

Suffolk County IT Supervisor, 
Christopher Naples, 42, of Mattituck, 
has been arrested for alleged Bitcoin 
mining on County time, using 
County resources, costing Suffolk 
residents thousands of dollars. 

Suffolk County District Attorney 
Timothy D. Sini announced the 
arrest at a press conference last week 
where Naples, an Assistant Manager 
of IT Operations for the Suffolk 
County Clerk’s Riverhead Office, 
has been charged with multiple 
counts including: Public Corruption 
as a class C felony, Grand Larceny 

in the Third Degree as a class D 
felony, Computer Trespass as a class 
E felony, and Official Misconduct as 
a class A misdemeanor. Naples could 
get five to fifteen years if found guilty 
of the top count. It’s the latest in DA 
Sini’s efforts to root out crimes in the 
County. 

Sini said Naples’ Bitcoin mining 
activity racked up a tab for taxpayers 
to the tune of at least $6,000 in 
electricity and other energy costs, 
and compromised the integrity of 
information technology systems, 
putting at risk important, sensitive 
County infrastructure. “We will not 

tolerate County employees already on 
the payroll, stealing taxpayers’ money 
and illegally using government 
resources for their own personal 
gain,” Sini said. But associated costs 
for Naples’ alleged cryptocurrency 
mining operations could exceed 
$6,000 as investigators continue their 
efforts. 

Upon executing search warrants 
at the County Center in August, 
investigators unearthed 46 
cryptocurrency devices that were 
concealed in six rooms hidden 
under removable floorboards, in and 
around server racks, as well as in an 
unused electrical wall panel. Sini said 
one of the six rooms housed “critically 
important computer servers, 
security data storeage systems and 
Communications equipment” for 
County government. 

In addition to putting the County’s 
IT systems at risk, Sini said Naples 
had to bypass Suffolk County internet 
protocols in order to get devices 
online, potentially jeopardizing 
security of the County’s network. 

The Suffolk County Clerk’s Office 
and the Suffolk County Comptroller’s 
Office assisted with the investigation 
which remains ongoing.
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Suffolk County District 
Attorney candidate Ray Tierney 
revealed, on September 8, 
shocking information showing 
how current District Attorney 
Tim Sini’s inaction and gross 
incompetence allowed six 
individuals to be killed in drug 
overdoses on the East End last 
month.

At a press conference outside 
the District Attorney’s Hauppauge 
office, former Federal and Suffolk 
County prosecutor Tierney 
highlighted numerous times in 
the past year when Sini could 
have arrested, held, and indicted 
the two men, Justin Smith and 
Lavain Creighton, accused of 
selling the fentanyl-laced cocaine 
believed to have caused six deaths 
and injured twelve others.

“These two dangerous 
criminals should never have been 
on the streets of Suffolk County 
in the first place to sell their 
deadly poison. Tim Sini had at 
least FOUR opportunities in the 
past TEN months to put Smith 
and Creighton behind bars on 
felony charges and he failed to 

act!” said Tierney.

Tim Sini, who ran for District 
Attorney after a failed race for 
Suffolk County Legislator, has 
never tried a criminal case in 
Suffolk County Courts. Ray 
Tierney has been lead prosecutor 
on hundreds of major criminal 
cases in both Federal and 
Suffolk County criminal courts. 
Included in Tierney’s long record 
of successful prosecutions, 
ironically, was putting Justin 
Smith behind bars for twelve 
years for a 1996 drug sale.

“We need to ask District 
Attorney Tim Sini tough 
questions about his failures and 
why he did not indict Smith 
and Creighton when he had the 
chance. Is it too much to expect 
the District Attorney to do his 
job and protect the residents of 
Suffolk County?” added Tierney.

A video from Wednesday’s 
press conference can be found 
here: https://drive.google.
com/f i le/d/1xVf bpFylNrW
JJvb9zLJc m XqkQFltUqZ q/
view?usp=sharing
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settle alleged outstanding state tax 
debts. The scammers are pressuring 
consumers into sending payments via 
money order to satisfy debts that the 
consumers may not actually owe.

This latest scheme involves 
scammers telling consumers they 
owe a tax debt to the state, which 
may not actually exist, and then 
promising to settle the alleged debt 
for a fraction of the cost that they 
claim is owed. Some of the calls have 
been reported as coming from the 
number 305-507-8505. Scammers 
are reportedly using high-pressure 
tactics to intimidate consumers into 
purchasing money orders to satisfy 
debts and then instructing them to 
call back for instructions on how to 
submit the payment. Both federal and 
state tax authorities send notifications 
in writing. Consumers should be 
wary of demands for tax payment via 
phone, especially if the caller suggests 
the use of a money order to remit 
payment.

The Attorney General’s Office 
offered the following tips in an effort 

to help New Yorkers avoid various 
tax-themed scams:

The IRS and legitimate 
government agencies never demand 
payment by phone;

If you owe money, you will receive 
a legitimate notice in writing that 
identifies the agency and the reason 
you owe money;

Do not give out personal 
information, including your Social 
Security number or bank account 
information, to telephone callers;

Legitimate government 
organizations will never threaten 
arrest or deportation for failure to pay 
a debt.

Suffolk County residents must 
be vigilant consumers and should 
report instances of fraud to the New 
York State Attorney General’s Office. 
Consumers who believe they have 
been victims of any tax scams are 
urged to file complaints by visiting 
the Attorney General’s Office website 
www.ag.ny.gov or calling 1-800-771-
7755.
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Suffolk County Clerk Judy Pascale

Suffolk County Clerk Judy Pascale 
would like to bring to the attention 
of Suffolk County residents a recently 
released scam regarding fraudulent 
tax debt collections. Law enforcement 
officials and other public officials 
have recently received reports of 
fraudulent activity by scammers 
posing as debt collectors seeking to 

Hauppauge on September 8 to explain to reporters how the current DA, 
Tim Sini, had four opportunities to lock up Justin K. Smith and Lavain 

Creighton for felony drug charges, but failed to do so. He said Sini’s inaction 
led to six overdose deaths on the East End of Long Island.


